
THE SECRET ARY OF EDUCATION 

WASHINGTON, DC 20202 

April 21, 2020 

Dear College and University Presidents: 

! 

We continue to make good on our promise to quickly make Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 

Economic Security (CARES) Act funding available so that you can serve students and help them 
continue to learn during this unprecedented time. It's been two weeks now since the Department 
made $6.3 billion in initial formula grants available to institutions to provide emergency 

financial aid grants to college students whose lives have been disrupted, many of whom are 

facing financial challenges and struggling to make ends meet. These expedited awards reflected 
my top priority in administering the CARES Act: to get support to those most in need as quickly 

as possible. As of today, about half of institutions have completed the simple applications 
required to access these funds, which means many students are still waiting for emergency 

financial relief. I hope those that haven't will act quickly to help their students. 

Today, we're releasing information on how to access the second half of formula grants to 
institutions of higher education authorized by Section l 8004(a)(I) of the CARES Act, also 

known as the funds for "Recipient's Institutional Costs." 

Section l 8004(c) of the CARES Act allows your institution to use up to one-half of the total 

funds received under Section l 8004(a)( I )  to cover any costs associated with significant changes 

to the delivery of instruction due to the coronavirus. The funding for Recipient's institutional 

Costs, which l am making available today through a second Certification and Agreement 

process, is separate from the funding previously made available for Emergency Financial Aid 

Grants to Students. Because helping students remains our number one priority, please note that 

your institution must have entered into the Funding Certification and Agreement for Emergency 

Financial Aid Grants to Students before submitting the second Certification and Agreement for 

Recipient's Institutional Costs. 

While I know you face many challenges arising from the COVID-19 pandemic, I encourage you 

to use the portion of your award for Recipient's Institutional Costs to expand your remote 

learning programs, build your IT capacity to support such programs, and train faculty and staff to 
operate effectively in a remote learning environment. These activities will help ensure that 

learning can continue-for your students during the Nation's recovery from the coronavirus 

pandemic, and strengthen your position to support continued learning in the future. 

I also encourage you to consider using the funds for Recipient's Institutional Costs to expand 
support for your students with the most significant financial needs arising from the coronavirus 

pandemic, including eligible expenses under a student's cost of attendance, such as course 

materials, technology, health care, childcare, food, and housing. 







Recipient's Funding Certification and Agreement 
for the Institutional Portion of the Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund 

Formula Grants Authorized by Section 18004(a)(l) of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act 

Sections 18004(a)(l) and 18004(c) of the CARES Act, Pub. L. No. 116-136 (March 27, 2020), 

authorizes the Secretary of Education ("Secretary") to allocate a maximum institutional portion oft he 

formula grant funds in the amount of$ _ __270,862.00___________ (up to 50 

percent of the amount authorized under Section l 8004(a)(l) of the CARES Act) to _Marion 
Technical College___ ("Recipient").

Section 18004(c) of the CARES Act allows Recipient to use up to 50 percent of the funds 

received to cover any costs associated with significant changes to the delivery of instruction due to 

the coronavirus so long as such costs do not include payment to contractors for the provision of pre

enrollment recruitment activities, including marketing and advertising; endowments; or capital 

outlays associated with facilities related to athletics, sectarian instruction, or religious worship 

( collectively refetTed to as "Recipient's Institutional Costs"). Section 18004( c) also requires 

Recipient to use no less than fifty percent of the funds received to provide emergency financial aid 

grants to students for expenses related to the disruption of campus operations due to the coronavirus 

(including eligible expenses under a student's cost of attendance such as food, housing, course 

materials, technology, health care, and child care). This Certification and Agreement solely concerns 

Recipient's Institutional Costs, as defined above. 

To address Recipient's Institutional Costs, and pursuant to the Secretary's authority under the 

CARES Act and associated with the corona virus emergency, as stated in Proclamation 9994 of March 

13, 2020, "Declaring a National Emergency Concerning the Novel Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) 

Outbreak," Federal Register Vol. 85, No. 53 at 15337-38 (hereinafter "Proclamation of National 

Emergency"), the Secretary and Recipient agree as follows: 

I. The Secretary will provide Recipient funds for Recipient's Institutional Costs as 

authorized under Sections 18004(a)(l) and 18004(c) of the CARES Act. 

2. As a condition for receiving funds for Recipient's Institutional Costs, Recipient must

have entered into the Funding Certification and Agreement for Emergency Financial Aid Grants to 

Students under the CARES Act. Recipient may, but is not required to, use funds designated for 

Recipient's Institutional Costs to provide additional emergency financial aid grants to students for 

expenses related to the disruption of campus operations due to coronavirus. If Recipient chooses to 

use funds designated for Recipient's Institutional Costs to provide such emergency financial aid 

grants to students, then the funds are subject to the requirements in the Funding Certification and 

Agreement for the Emergency Financial Aid Grants to Students under the CARES Act, entered into 

between Recipient and the Secretary. 

3. The Secretary urges Recipient to devote the maximum amount of funds possible to

emergency financial aid grants to students, including some or all of the funds earmarked for 

Recipient's Institutional Costs, especially if Recipient has significant endowment or other resources 
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